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Our School

Merebrook Infant School is a 2-form entry Infant School in the heart of Furzton. We are part of the 5
Dimension Trust, a local trust that runs 3 Secondary schools a Primary school and a Junior school.

https://www.5dimensionstrust.com/

In our school, we encourage all of our children to aspire to be independent, resilient, lifelong learners who
have the skills to adapt to the changing world around them. They have respect for each other, themselves
and our community. To be the best they can be as global citizens, we aim to develop socially aware
individuals who understand the impact they can have on others.

Our children are happy and develop a love and enthusiasm for learning, where they are challenged to their
full potential. They have pride in everything they do from their relationships to the effort they put in to
achieving their goals. We strive to create a safe and nurturing environment where children’s mental health
and well-being is at the heart of our Federation.

To achieve our vision, everything we do is underpinned by our three key themes: Community, Pride,
Aspire.

We were most recently visited by OfSTED in October 2022 where the outcome was that Merebrook
continues to be a GOOD. The published report, which you can view in the ‘Information’ section of our
school website, reports that ‘Pupils are happy at Merebrook Infant School because they enjoy learning
and playing together. One of the school’s values, ‘community,’ is at the heart of daily life. Pupils
behave very well. Strong routines are established right from the early years, and pupils understand
exactly what adults in school expect of them’.

The School Day

Gates open at 8:30am and the school day begins at 8:40am when the school gates are locked and the
register is taken. Any child arriving after this time will need to enter the school via reception and will be
recorded as late. Gates will not be opened prior to 8:30am. Before this time, children on the school
premises or outside the school gates remain the responsibility of their parents or carers. Children’s class
teachers greet the children at the classroom doors each morning. A member of staff will be at the school
gates every morning where you will drop your child off.

Morning Break: Children have a 15-minute morning break and are provided with a free piece of fruit as we
are part of the government scheme for this. There is no break in the afternoon.

The school closes at 3:10pm.
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Lunchtime

Hot school meals are provided by Chartwells, an outside catering company, which are made fresh just over
the bridge at Emerson Valley school and transported to Merebrook each day.

You will be sent an activation code to sign up to the ordering website - ParentPay. All meals must be
booked by Tuesday two weeks prior to being required. The school office can provide the current cut off
dates for orders.

Children can also bring a packed lunch if they prefer in a named lunchbox. We recommend a healthy,
balanced lunch so please do not include fizzy drinks, sweets or chocolate. Some children in school have
nut allergies so please do not send in any nut-related products, including peanut butter or chocolate
spread.

Examples of a healthy lunch box can be found here Lunchbox ideas and recipes — Healthier Families -
NHS (www.nhs.uk).

Travel to and from school

We encourage all children to walk, cycle or scoot to school. There are racks to store these items just as
you come through the school gates. Helmets must be worn.

In the mornings and at the end of the day, there can be a lot of congestion at the front of the school.
Parents are asked to park considerately when they drop off at the front of the school to allow their child to
exit the car safely. Please be considerate to pedestrians and local residents and do not double park.

School Uniform

There is an expectation that children wear our uniform to school. Branded Uniform is supplied by Kedaph
Schoolwear in Bletchley: MEREBROOK — Kedaph Schoolwear — Milton Keynes

UNIFORM:

. Red sweatshirt or cardigan (with or without school logo)
. Yellow polo shirt (with or without school logo)

. Black trousers, shorts or a skirt

. Sensible black shoes

. A red or yellow gingham dress in summer
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PE KIT for all years

. Yellow t-shirt (with or without a logo)

. Black shorts

. Black tracksuit bottoms and sweatshirt or hoodie
. Trainers

FOREST SCHOOL CLOTHING for EYFS

Al

PLEASE PUT YOUR CHILD’S NAME IN ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING

Jewellery should not be worn to school with the exception of stud earring and a watch.
These should be removed for PE or tape used to cover earrings.

Communication

Communication between home and school is very important. School staff will be around the school in the
mornings during drop off and at the end of the school day if you have any questions.

You can email the school office at anytime to office@merebrookschool.co.uk or call on 01908 522 876.
Parents will need to register with Arbor as this is the tool we use to send mails, pay for trips, book parents
evening and gain permissions for activities. Once your child starts at school, we will send you an invitation
to join. If you need any help with this, please speak to the school office.

Our weekly newsletter is emailed to parents every Friday.
You will also receive a termly curriculum newsletter for your child’s year group.

The school website https://www.merebrookschool.co.uk/ contains a wide range of information including
letters and events coming up.

Our school Facebook Page, Merebrook Infant School, contains lots of photos, information and reminders
and is updated regularly.
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Who do | talk to?

One of our primary aims is to know our children. Senior Leaders, Teachers and Teaching Assistants and all
aim to build strong, trusting relationships with parents and children. We pride ourselves on knowing our
children and their families and work hard to support them in any way we can. As a parent or carer you may
have concerns about your child’s behaviour, ability, progress or difficulty in a particular subject. In the first
instance, please speak to your child’s Class Teacher. They are the person that knows your child the best
and will have a really clear idea of their strengths and difficulties and how they are best supported in class.
Teachers are available at the end of the school day and talking to them at this time is the best way to make
an appointment where a more formal conversation can take place. The Class Teacher can suggest if other
members of staff need to be sought out for advice and involvement, for example the SENCo or School
Nurse.

If you wish to make an appointment directly to see the SENCo, please contact the school office and they
will organise this for you at a mutually convenient time or email our SENCO at SENCO@merevalley.org.uk.

Supporting children with Special Educational Needs

According to the SEND Code of Practice ‘A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty
or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school
age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: a) have a significantly greater difficulty in
learning than the majority of others of the same age, or b) has a disability which prevents or hinders him or
her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream
schools or mainstream post-16 institutions’ (xiii, xiv, pages 4-5, 2014)

The SEND Code of Practice identifies the following four broad areas of need:

. Communication and interaction

. Cognition and learning

. Social, emotional and mental health difficulties
. Sensory and / or physical needs.

We would categorise a child’s difficulties under one of these headings and ask parents’ or carers’
permission to list the child on the school SEN register under one or more of these categories, prioritising
their needs.

What support do we offer?

The support your child needs with any aspect of school life is a joint decision between parents or carers
and the school. We want to work with you to achieve the best outcomes for your child. Teachers are
continually assessing your children on an informal basis, but every half term they will carry out more formal
assessments in the core subjects. This may highlight specific difficulties and Teachers will then adjust their
teaching and the support that your child receives in class to try to address this.

Some children do require additional 1:1 or small group work, to reinforce key learning concepts. We call this
intervention work. This will usually be carried out by our highly qualified teaching assistants during the
afternoon. Children will be taken out of class on a rotation basis so that they are not always missing the
same lessons and progress is monitored to ensure that the support is proving beneficial. Parents are invited
to make an appointment to discuss their child’s progress with specific interventions if they wish to.
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Absence from school

Please inform the school office by Arbor or telephone before 8:30am if your child will not be attending
school that day and the reason why. Please do this every day of the absence.

Leave of absence during term time are only authorised in exceptional circumstances. If you need to request
a leave of absence please ask the school office for the correct form. No approval for term time holidays will
be authorised. Any holidays taken during term time may be subject to a Fixed Penalty Notice and a
subsequent fine being issued.

The government has issued guidance for parents on school attendance which you can find here:
Resources for families | Children's Commissioner for England (childrenscommissioner.gov.uk).

Wraparound Care

Breakfast club is provided by Treetop Childcare on site at Merebrook. It opens from 7.45am until the
school day starts. Bookings are made directly with Treetop Childcare: https://www.treetopchildcaremk.com/

Our after-school care club runs in conjunction with Emerson Valley School. Children from Merebrook are
walked to Emerson Valley School by school staff at 3:10pm and the club runs until 6:00pm. Parents collect
from Emerson Valley School. Children are offered a light snack. Bookings and payments are made online
through Arbor. See separate flyer for this.

PE and Extra Curricular Activities

Children should come to school in their PE kit on the day they have PE lessons (1 per week in Early
Years and 2 times per week in Key Stage 1). We use outside facilities as much as possible so please
make sure your child has a waterproof jacket, warm clothing and a hat / cap depending on the weather.
Children need extra layers on top of just t-shirts and shorts.

We offer Year 1 and Year 2 children the opportunity to have swimming lessons.

After School Clubs

The school offers a range of after school clubs that are run by school staff and outside providers. These
change each term but can include basketball, athletics, parkour, and dance. They all have a limited number
of spaces and details will be sent out to parents on a termly basis via Arbor.

Key members of staff

Mrs H White Executive Headteacher
Miss T Hurwood Head of School
Mrs S Pearce SENCO (Special Educational Needs co-ordinator)
Miss L Elliott Early Years Leader
Miss K Tibbles Key Stage 1 Leader
Miss R White Early Years Practitioner
Mr K Williams Sports Coach
Mr M Timmins Sports Coach
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